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the skins lost by their lack of care. It would be
easy to increase the number of hunters in this post,
where there are a number of very capable young
men. The agent of Chekoutimi might be ordered
to send the orphan boys to Tadoussac. These chil-
dren live with their relatives, or with others, and
are quite poorly cared for; instead of such a life,
they would, if they were at Tadoussac, aid in manag-
ing the canoes of those young men who are capable
of hunting; these latter, if they are not provided
with steersmen, either are themselves obliged to act
in that capacity, or they go in pairs to hunt, which
diminishes the number of canoes. Besides, the last
epidemic has greatly afflicted the posts of Tadoussac
and the Jeremie islets; and these orphans, who have
to be drudges on the land, either at Chekoutimi, or
on the Jeremie islets, would little by little repeople
the port of Tadoussac; and the hunting there would
be more profitable, since next year There would be,
instead of twelve Canoes which hunt to-day, 17 or
18, and perhaps more. This plan was proposed last
autumn to Monsieur Cugnet, who in accordance
therewith gave his orders to the agent at Chekou-
timi. It would be well to renew those orders to
him, and to induce him to use all his efforts to bring
people to Tadoussac. He could do so without
injuring his post; but it will be necessary to conquer
a certain Envy and jealousy, up to the present
almost insurmountable, among the agents. The
Missionary might influence some of them, but he
will always find the agents in his way; they can-
not bear to have him enter in any way into the
arrangements that may be made-— which appeared
plainly last autumn, when Monsieur Cugnet told the
Agent of Chekoutimi to send some Young men to



